
January 31, 2017 
President Donald Trump 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Ave NW 
Washington, D.C. 20500 
  
Dear President Trump: 
 
I am writing on behalf of the Waterbird Society, an international organization devoted to 
the scientific study and conservation of the world’s Waterbirds; many of these species of 
birds occur in the United States.  
 
As President of the Waterbird Society, I urge you to protect the scientific integrity and 
independence of federal scientists in the United States. The scientific enterprise, 
composed of federal scientists, academia, industry and non-profit organizations, has 
given our world many advantages for human and environmental health and welfare. A 
key principle of the scientific enterprise is the exchange of scientific knowledge, ideas, 
and data free from government interference. Government interference in this process 
can have disastrous results, an example of which occurred during the years of Stalin 
Russia. Stalin’s support for the plant biologist Trofim Lysenko, with his rejection of 
modern genetics, kept back agricultural practice and plant breeding in that country by 
decades and eventually led to mass starvation in rural Russia. Interference by a 
government in the content of scientific papers and presentations that resulted from the 
process of hypothesis formulation, experimentation, and data collection and analysis, is 
thus very worrisome, as it endangers life in all its forms.  
 
Waterbird Society members are committed to the integrity and broad availability of 
results arising from publicly-funded scientific research. Our members, coming from 
across the political spectrum, share and support a core belief in the critical importance 
of unrestricted sharing of scientific data and findings. These findings help us to address 
many of today’s challenges and inform policies across the globe that serve the public 
interest.  
 
Thank you for considering the crucial role of scientific integrity and independence in the 
United States. The Waterbird Society looks forward to working with you. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Erica Nol  
President, The Waterbird Society 
 


