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              ORNITHOLOGICAL COUNCIL     
Annual Report 

1 July 2010 – 30 June 2011 
 

The Ornithological Council is pleased to provide this annual report covering the fiscal year 
starting 1 July 2010 and ending 30 June 2011. 
 
Please contact your society representatives (listed below) or OC Executive Director Ellen Paul 
[e-mail: ellen.paul@verizon.net; phone 301/986-8568] for more information on any matter of 
interest to you. We always welcome your input at any time and are particularly interested in 
hearing about issues or problems that we may not be addressing. 
 
The Ornithological Council seeks to: 
 

• Ensure that the best ornithological science is incorporated into legislative, regulatory, 
and management decisions that affect birds; 

• Enhance the ability of ornithologists to pursue professional activities; and  
• Promote the influence of ornithology in public affairs. 

 
Our work focuses on permits, animal welfare issues, research funding, and other policies that 
affect ornithologists and ornithological societies.  
 
Activities representative of OC’s work over the past fiscal year follow.  
 
Permits 
o The USDA APHIS Veterinary Services program proposed a new regulation that codifies its 
existing restrictions on imports of avian material and live birds from countries where Highly 
Pathogenic Avian Influenza occurs. The regulation continues the exemption for treated materials 
used for research purposes. The OC filed comments asking that the restrictions be relaxed if and 
when it is determined that a strain of avian influenza is determined to behave as a low pathogenic 
virus in live birds despite having the molecular characteristics of a highly pathogenic virus. The 
comments also asked Veterinary Services to consider methods that would allow the safe import 
of live birds, such as pre-import testing and quarantine.  
o The Ornithological Council Import Permit Guide has been updated to include export 
procedures, FedEx requirements, new rules about shipping in ethanol, dry ice, and dry shippers, 
and other information. We are awaiting confirmation on several new policies (requested by the 
OC!) before publishing this update. 
o The OC helped dozens of ornithologists to obtain USFWS, USDA APHIS, and other permits 
and to navigate the complex import and export processes. For instance, we are currently working 
with an independent research institute that is having trouble obtaining an MBTA import permit. 
We have “rescued” many shipments from near-certain seizure at the ports, thanks to the working 
relationships we have established with the federal agencies. On a policy level, we succeeded in 
persuading the USFWS to align its import permit conditions with the agency’s own regulations 
pertaining to advance notice of import. We also succeeded in persuading Veterinary Services to 
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make some long-sought changes to import policy, but are awaiting formal confirmation before 
publishing the updated the Import Permit Guide. Ornithologists also notify the OC about 
problems they have encountered and the OC works with the agencies to identify the source of the 
problem and devise ways to correct the problem. For instance, a USFWS agent gave erroneous 
instructions for the completion of a required form; the OC investigated to determine if there had 
been an unannounced procedural change (that would apply to every one) or if it was a simple 
error on the part of that USFWS staffer (it was).  
o The OC has initiated a project to compile instances of problems caused by the USFWS 
requirement for validation of CITES permits. Since this requirement was instituted in 2008, 
numerous problems have occurred despite the strenuous efforts of scientists to comply; some 
have resulted in the loss of valuable research material. After we collect and verify the 
information, we will submit it to the CITES authorities with a request that they consider 
suspending the resolution that suggested that countries to institute this validation procedure. The 
OC previously asked the USFWS to suspend its regulation but the agency refused to do so.  
o The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Division of Migratory Bird Management on 21 
September 2010 proposed to create a new permit that would allow the possession and use of 
species protected under the Migratory Bird Treaty Act and the Bald and Golden Eagle Protection 
Act for educational programs. To qualify for the permit, an institution would be required to offer 
a minimum of 12 programs that are open to the general public each year with each bird or 
specimen held under the permit; or if the facility is open to the public and the birds and/or 
specimens are displayed, but not used in programs, the facility must be open to the public at least 
400 hours per year according to a regular, publicized schedule. The Ornithological Council 
submitted comments to the USFWS asking that the regulation, when made final, be revised to 
clarify that those who already hold permits to take or possess protected bird species need not 
obtain this new permit in order to use those birds, bird specimens, or parts in educational 
programs.  
o The USFWS has proposed to allow entities that are exempt from permit requirements to 
 “…accept such specimens from members of the public who, without a permit, pick them up. 
Those persons would be exempt from the permit requirement for such one-time salvage provided 
they promptly donate the specimens to a person or institution authorized to possess the 
specimens by permit or permit exception” provided the specimen is promptly donated to an 
exempt or permitted entity for scientific or educational purposes. The Ornithological Council has 
for some years urged the USFWS to allow this practice (often called “citizen salvage”) and we 
have applauded and thanked the agency for proposing this new policy.  
o Budget shortfalls and resulting agency staffing shortages have caused or will soon cause 
delays in the issuance of state permits for ornithological research. The Ornithological Council is 
monitoring the situation and contacting agencies in states where delays have been reported, 
suggesting procedures that might alleviate delays.  
o Anticipating the publication of the proposed revision to the banding regulations in  
mid-2011, OC has formed an ad hoc review team to assess the proposed revision. Participants 
represent the full spectrum of banding interests from general banding to focused research 
projects across all taxa, and the North American Banding Council has accepted our invitation to 
participate. Meanwhile, we communicated with the officials at the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service and the Department of Interior who must approve the proposed regulation.  Our letter 
voiced concern that the regulation not impose barriers to research without a demonstrable 
improvement in animal welfare and that it be consistent with the 2007 report of the Bird Banding 
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Lab Advisory Committee).  
 
Animal welfare 
o The American Veterinary Medical Association is updating its euthanasia guidelines. These 
extremely influential guidelines are widely accepted by Institutional Animal Care and Use 
Committees and are the standard to which the Public Health Service Policy (which governs all 
federal grant funding for research involving live vertebrates) adheres and are therefore extremely 
important to researchers who study animals. As in the past, the Ornithological Council, with the 
help of experts such as Kimberly Bostwick and Town Peterson, has provided information about 
ornithological research and the methods of euthanasia used in ornithological research for the 
purpose of assuring that the committee members who are revising these guidelines – most of 
whom have had no experience in wildlife research – understand the context and constraints 
involved in field biology. Our hope is to ensure that the committee members take these 
conditions into account when determining the appropriate euthanasia methods.  
o The Institute for Laboratory Animal Research (ILAR) of the National Research Council 
publishes a Guide to the Care and Use of Laboratory Animals (the “Guide”), which is a key 
resource for Institutional Animal Care and Use Committees. After careful review of the pre-
publication version released in mid-June 2010, OC identified several errors and problematic 
statements pertaining to wildlife research. These problematic requirements, when implemented 
by IACUCs, would impose a significant burden on wildlife researchers without evidence that 
these measures would result in any benefit to wildlife. We made strenuous attempts to convince 
ILAR of the need to correct or revise these statements and we are pleased to report that when the 
Guide was published in late December 2010, all but the most minor of these erroneous 
statements had in fact been corrected. 
o Animal Welfare Act compliance is a condition of federal funding, but compliance is 
problematic for small/non-traditional research centers that are unable to enter into an 
“institutional assurance” required by the grant-making agencies such as the National Science 
Foundation. The OC has been working with several small ornithological research organizations 
such as the Biodiversity Research Institute (Gorham, Maine) by providing them with the NSF 
“assurance” procedures and helping those organizations to comply with the various 
requirements. 
o The OC is working with the American Society of Mammalogists to organize a meeting of 
researchers, agency officials, and members of Institutional Animal Care and Use Committees 
focused on wildlife research issues. Only two meetings of this kind have been held in the past 12 
years. The meeting, funded in part by the National Science Foundation, the Forest Service, the 
USDA Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service, NOAA, and AAALAC International, will be 
held 26-28 October 2011 in Albuquerque, New Mexico. 
o OC continues to track closely the development of a new Animal Welfare Act regulation by  
APHIS. The OC will do all we can to assure that the regulation, which is expected to be 
published for public comment in October 2011, does not impede research for reasons that are not 
science-based and that do not actually serve to improve the welfare of birds studied in research.  
  
Other policies that affect research and scientific societies 
o For years, the OC, together with other scientific societies including The Wildlife Society, the 
Society for Conservation Biology, and the American Association for the Advancement of 
Science (AAAS) have sought to eliminate or modify government policies – including a criminal 
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statute! – that serve as a barrier to federal employees who wish to serve on the boards of outside 
organizations. Numerous scientific societies, including some of OC’s member societies - have 
found that board members were told by their agencies that they would have to resign their board 
positions. In May 2011, we were pleased to see that our discussions with the Office of 
Government Ethics, the Office of Personnel Management, and the White House Office of 
Science and Technology Policy had resulted in the proposal of a new policy by the Office of 
Government Ethics that would eliminate this problem in most cases. The OC of course filed 
comments supporting the new policy and also circulated a sign-on letter that drew the signatures 
of 35 other scientific societies and consortia, including AAAS and the American Institute of 
Biological Sciences. While there is more to be done, this measure serves as a strong foundation 
for the further rectification of the problems encountered by scientists employed by federal 
agencies.  
o For a number of years, the U.S. Department of the Interior (DOI) attempted to comply with 
a 2000 directive issued by the White House Office of Science and Technology (OSTP) to all 
federal agencies to develop a research misconduct policy consistent with OSTP’s government-
wide policy. In September 2010, DOI attempted to remedy this situation by issuing a proposed 
policy and seeking public comment. The OC submitted extensive comments. Among other 
things, the OC comments pointed out the lack of procedural safeguards for researchers accused 
of misconduct and pointed out the absence of policy prohibiting political interference with the 
generation of publication of scientific information. Only 10 days after the close of the comment 
period, the DOI issued its policy in the form of a Director’s Order makes clear that “DOI 
employees, political and career, must never suppress or alter, without new scientific or 
technological evidence, scientific or technological findings and conclusions.” The Order called 
for the development of a new chapter of the DOI Manual that will establish new requirements for 
the professional conduct and management of scientific activities and the use of scientific 
information by and on behalf of the Department. That manual chapter, published in January 
2011, addresses of number of the concerns raised by the OC, including procedural safeguards for 
scientists accused of violations of the integrity policy.  
o The scientific integrity policy released by the White House in December 2010 reflects 
the efforts of many organizations, but one particular statement is the product of the effort of the 
OC, The Wildlife Society, the Society for Conservation Biology, AAAS, and the American 
Statistical Association. The memorandum issued by the President 
<http://www.whitehouse.gov/sites/default/files/microsites/ostp/scientific-integrity-memo-
12172010.pdf> includes this statement: “Allow full participation in professional or scholarly 
societies, committees, task forces and other specialized bodies of professional societies, 
including removing barriers for serving as officers or on governing boards of such societies.”  
This, we believe, came from our meeting with the White House Office of Science and 
Technology Policy earlier this year. The OC takes particular pride in this achievement because 
although we could never have done it alone, we were the first to address this issue.  
 
Providing scientific information about birds and ornithology 
o At the request of The Nature Conservancy, OC coordinated an expert review of the 
nontarget avian mortality that resulted from the rat eradication on Rat Island, Alaska. When 
completed in December 2010, the report was made public by The Nature Conservancy, Island 
Conservation < http://www.seabirdrestoration.org/pdf/RatIslandReview.pdf>  and by the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service < http://alaska.fws.gov/ratislandreview-final.pdf>. Shortly thereafter, 
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Nature featured the report in a news item 
<http://www.nature.com/news/2011/110118/full/news.2011.24.html>. 
 
Funding 
o Upon learning that the National Biological Information Infrastructure was to be terminated 
due to budget cuts, the OC lead an effort to persuade the USGS to retain certain parts of the NBII 
that are both of high value in terms of content and also centers of excellence. The letter to USGS 
Director Marcia McNutt, signed by The Wildlife Society, the Ecological Society of America, the 
American Institute of Biological Sciences, the National Council for Science and the 
Environment, and more than a dozen museums and bird conservation organizations, explained 
that “Many of us supported the original concept of the NBII and had been eager to see it achieve 
the goals established in the 1998 report of the President’s Committee of Advisors on Science and 
Technology. Inadequate funding and other factors resulted in a program that fell far short of 
those goals. Thus, we are not surprised to learn that in the face of a critical shortage of resources, 
the USGS has decided to end this effort. We know that this funding could be diverted to better 
uses, such as providing more funding for USGS researchers who have been making do with 
exceedingly small and ever-shrinking operating expenses.” However, we asked that the USGS 
retain specific components of the NBII that serve important functions for the nation, for other 
USGS programs, and for other Department of the Interior agencies and other federal agencies 
such as the Department of Defense and the U.S. Department of Agriculture. Specifically, we 
asked that the Wildlife Disease Information Node and the Bird Conservation Node be retained 
and that USGS continue its participation in and support of the Global Biodiversity Information 
Facility, as well as its support of VERTNET and the associated collections databases, including 
ORNIS.  
 
Informing ornithologists about policy issues 
o OC provides information via the Ornithology Exchange (http://ornithologyexchange.org) in 
which we are a partner organization. We also continue to publish news items in the 
Ornithological Newsletter and on our BIRDNET website <http://www.nmnh.si.edi/BIRDNET>, 
We have shut down the Ornith-L and OCNET listserves, which have been replaced by the 
forums on the Ornithology Exchange but we continue to post information on AVECOL, and 
NEOORN. Regular topics include policies that affect ornithology (such as permits, animal 
welfare, research funding, and other government policies), matters of scientific integrity, and 
bird conservation and management issues. We also routinely contact individual ornithologists to 
alert them to developments in matters of interest to each of those individuals.  
 
Organizational matters 
And now we are twelve! The OC was pleased to welcome the North American Crane Working 
Group as a member society in December 2010. The NACWG is an organization of professional 
biologists, aviculturists, land managers, and other interested individuals dedicated to the 
conservation of cranes and their habitats in North America. Along with NACWG President Jane 
Austin, who will represent that organization to the OC Board, we have also welcomed Pat Baird 
as a new representative of the Pacific Seabird Group (replacing Scott Newman), Brenda Dale as 
a new representative of the Society of Canadian Ornithologists (replacing Liana Zanette and 
Lesley Evans Ogden), and John McCarty, taking the place of Mike Braun in representing the 
Association of Field Ornithologists. Susan Elbin (Waterbird Society) has accepted the 



   

OC Annual Report         2010-2011 
             

6 

chairmanship of the OC Board and Bob Curry (Wilson Ornithological Society) has become vice-
chair. 
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ORNITHOLOGICAL COUNCIL 
ROSTER OF DIRECTORS 
(Current as of 1 July 2011) 

American Ornithologists’ Union 
David E. Blockstein  
1707 H St., N.W., Suite 200 
Washington, D.C. 20006   
Phone: (202) 207-0004 
Fax: (202) 628-4311 
email: oc@ncseonline.org 

Chris Farmer 
email: heceta01@YAHOO.COM 
 

Association of Field Ornithologists 
Scott Johnson 
Department of Biological Sciences 
Towson University 
Towson, MD 21252  
Phone: (410) 704-2587 
Fax: (410) 704-2405 
Towson University 
email: sjohnson@towson.edu 

John P. McCarty 
Department of Biology 
Allwine Hall 
University of Nebraska at Omaha 
6001 Dodge Street 
Omaha, NE 68182-0040 
Phone: (402) 554-2849 
Fax: (402) 554-3532 
email jmccarty@unomaha.edu 

CIPAMEX 
Katherine Renton 
Estación de Biología Chamela (IBUNAM) 
Apartado Postal 21 
San Patricio-Melaque 
Jalisco CP 48980 
MEXICO 
Phone/Fax: (52) 315-3510200 
email:  krenton@ibiologia.unam.mx 
email alternate:  karenton@yahoo.co.uk 

Tiberio Cesar Monterrubio Rico 
Universidad Michoacana de San Nicolas de 
Hidalgo 
Edificio "R". Ciudad Universitaria 
Av. Fco. J. Múgica s/n. Col. Felícitas del Río 
C. P. 58030 
Morelia, Michoacán, México 
email: tmonter2002@YAHOO.COM.MX 
 

Cooper Ornithological Society 
Jill Deppe 
Illinois Natural History Survey 
1816 South Oak Street, MC 652 
Champaign, IL 61820 
Phone: (217) 244-2114 
Fax: (217) 333-4949 
email: deppe@illinois.edu 

Tom Bancroft 
email: gtbancroft@gmail.com 
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North American Crane Working Group 
Jane Austin 
US Geological Survey 
Northern Prairie Wildlife Research Center 
8711 37th Street SE 
Jamestown, ND 58401 
Phone: 701-253-5510 
Fax: 701-253-5553 
email: jaustin@usgs.gov 

Vacant 

Neotropical Ornithological Society 
Deanna Dawson 
USGS Patuxent Wildlife Research Center 
12100 Beech Forest Road 
Laurel, MD 20708-4014 
Phone: 301-497-5642 
Fax: 301-497-5862 
email: ddawson@usgs.gov 

Gwen Brewer 
9505 Bland Street 
Waldorf, MD 20603 
Phone: (301) 843-3524 
email: glbrewer@comcast.net 

Pacific Seabird Group 
Doug Forsell 
6 Arlie Drive 
Annapolis, MD 21409 
Phone: 410-573-4560 
Fax: 410-573-2781 
email: Doug_Forsell@fws.gov 

Patricia Baird, 
Director, Kahiltna Research Group 
125-A 1030 Denman Street 
Suite 108 
Vancouver BC V6G 1R8 
Phone: 604-928-5510 
email: kahiltna@gmail.com 

Raptor Research Foundation 
Paul Napier 
3428 Stonybrae Drive 
Falls Church, VA 22044 
Phone: 703-507-5214 (cell) 
Fax: 703-449-1610 (work) 
email: paul.napier@ngc.com (work) 
email: napierpa@verizon.net (home) 

Steve Sheffield 
Bowie State University 
Dept. of Biology 
14000 Jericho Park Rd 
Bowie MD 20715-9465 
Phone: (301) 860-3309 
email: srsheffield@comcast.net 

Society of Canadian Ornithologists 
Brenda Dale 
Canadian Wildlife Service 
200 - 4999 98th Ave 
Edmonton, Alberta, Canada T6B 2X3 
Phone: 780 951 8686  
Fax: 780 495 2615  
email: brenda.dale@ec.gc.ca 

Vacant 
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Society for the Conservation and Study of Caribbean Birds 
Rosemarie Gnam 
6404 Lyric Lane 
Seven Corners, VA 22044 
Phone (703) 333-5959 
Fax: not available 
email: ilothian@msn.com 

Vacant 

Waterbird Society 
Jeff Spendelow 
USGS Patuxent Wildlife Research Center 
12100 Beech Forest Road 
Laurel, MD 20708 
Phone: (301) 497-5665 
Fax: (301) 497-5545 
email: JSpendelow@usgs.gov 

Susan Elbin (Vice Chair) 
New York City Audubon Society 
71 West 23rd Street, Suite 1523 
New York, NY 10010 
Phone: (212) 691-7483 
Fax: (212) 924-3870 
email: selbin@nycaudubon.org 

Wilson Ornithological Society 
Bob Curry (Chair) 
Department of Biology 
800 Lancaster Avenue 
Villanova University 
Villanova, PA 19085 
Phone: (610) 519-6455 
Fax: (610) 519-7863 
email: robert.curry@villanova.edu 

Dan Klem 
Biology Department 
Muhlenberg College 
2400 Chew Street 
Allentown, PA 18104 
Phone: (484) 664-3259 
Fax: (484) 664-3407 
email: klem@muhlenberg.edu 

Advisor Executive Director 
Richard C. Banks 
Biological Resources, USGS, MRC 111 
National Museum of Natural History 
Washington, D.C. 20560 
Phone: (202) 633-0783 
Fax: 202-357-1932 
email: banksr@si.edu 

Ellen Paul 
5107 Sentinel Drive 
Bethesda, MD 20816 
Phone: (301) 986-8568 
email: ellen.paul@verizon.net 

 


